Renal sympathetic denervation as antihypertensive therapy--a reappraisal of first results.
Renal sympathetic denervation (RSD) has previously been discussed in this journal. Since then, it has become a common procedure in many countries to use RSD to treat patients with putatively resistant hypertension. In Germany alone, RSD is now routinely used to treat resistant hypertension at the expense of the health-care system. The Germans have established a national registry to systematically and continuously follow up hypertensive patients who have undergone RSD. However, there are concerns because the registry is voluntary and physicians practicing the procedure may not have the accrual of new knowledge regarding the utility of RSD as their primary professional aim. Since the previous editorial on renal denervation, new results have been published. Therefore, it is appropriate to re-evaluate RSD.